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April 20, 2023 
 
 
 
TO:  
Mr. Einar Freyr Elínarson 
Mayor of Mýrdalshreppur municipality 
Katla UNESCO Global Geopark 
Iceland 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Mayor, 
  
The Executive Board of the Global Geoparks Network (GGN) representing 177 UNESCO 
Global Geoparks in 46 countries, was informed during its 127th session on the recent 
development regarding the operation of Katla UNESCO Global Geopark as a result of the end 
of the contract of the Manager of Katla Geopark structure, and discussions in the municipal 
councils to terminate its operation because of funding issue. 
  
Recently in Hateg UNESCO Global Geopark in Romania during the 47th meeting of the 
Coordination Committee of the European Geoparks Network, we met the representatives of 
Katla UNESCO Global Geopark and heard about the multiple activities of the Geopark and 
its contribution to the local development during the last years.  The nomination of Katla 
Geopark attributed significantly to the international recognition of the outstanding 
geological heritage of your region, thus also supporting its territorial development. 
  
Thus we cannot believe that there is a danger that Katla UNESCO Global Geopark, 
hosting important geological heritage sites and constantly working very effective since 2011, 
will stop its operation and activities. 
  
The GGN Executive Board members and all the UNESCO Global Geoparks convey their 
solidarity to our colleagues of Katla UNESCO Global Geopark team and we hope a solution 
will be found very soon. 



  
The Global Geoparks Network community stands by Katla UNESCO Global Geopark, hoping 
that the local communities understanding the role that the Geopark plays will continue their 
financial support in order to find a solution for the continuation of the operation and 
activities of Katla UNESCO Global Geopark.  
 

 
For the Global Geoparks Network 

 

        
 

Professor Nickolas Zouros 
GGN President 

 


